PREFATORY NOTE

I must add some words of gratitude: first to His
Majesty the King, for graciously permitting me to
consult the archives at Windsor Castle, and to repro-
duce a portrait from the collection there: to Lady
Desborough, the Dowager Lady Hambleden, Lord
Crewe, Lord Spencer, Lord Leconfield and Sir John
Murray for allowing me to reproduce other portraits;
to Sir John Murray again for permitting me to quote
from the correspondence of Lord Granville Leveson-
Gower; to Lady Desborough, the Duke of Devon-
shire, Lord flchester and Lord Bessborough for
allowing me to make use of their private papers; and
to Sir Edward Marsh for correcting my proofs. If I
have failed in my attempt to recreate a vanished age
for the entertainment of my readers, I cannot plead
that it is for lack of assistance.

DAVID CECIL.
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